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The Author: A native of Colorado Springs, Lamar Kelsey graduated from the University of Illinois with Honors in 1947. He went on to practice architecture in Colorado and the neighboring states for over 50 years. Because of his belief in the importance of education to the fabric of our country, his firm, which was one of the larger practices in the State, directed its primary attention to the design of educational facilities ranging from preschool through higher education. In 1966, Lamar was elected to the College of Fellows of the American Institute of Architects for his “contributions to the quality of design.” Over the years, Lamar received 25 national or regional design awards from the AIA and others and his work was exhibited in the United States, Europe and South America by the Smithsonian Institute and others. He was the author of frequent articles about educational facilities published in the national press and co-author of two books published by the American Association of School Administrators. Sponsored by the Ford Foundation or the U.S. Department of Education, Lamar spoke on the design of educational facilities across the United States and Canada. Lamar served on the Education Committee of the AIA and was appointed by the Governor to the Colorado Legislature’s Education Study Committee. Some years ago, he assisted the Colorado Commission on Higher Education in the writing of its Campus Master Planning and Program Planning Guidelines and he has written or reviewed a number of Campus Master Plans and Design Guidelines. Lamar served on the Design Review Board for the University of Colorado for seventeen years. Since his retirement, he has volunteered over 1,000 hours of service to UCCS for which he was awarded the University Medal several years ago.
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Updated 2019:
These Guidelines were updated in 2019 by Carolyn W. Fox, RA, University Architect/ Executive Director of Planning, Design & Construction, to reflect the growth and changing needs of the campus.  While the general design philosophy has been preserved, many specific materials and design elements have been modified. Approaches to roofing, retaining walls, site signage, and the direction of the West Campus, are just some of the specific, major areas where changes have been made.  
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