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Alpine Village and Roaring Fork Dining Hall nestles into its hillside site

SUMMARY

These words from the campus design concept (see page 2.2) are an appropriate way to close this book:

UCCS is a special place. The land makes it so. This wonderful site offers UCCS an opportunity available to only a few places of higher education. What better way can a university find to visually express its goals and convictions than to make its campus a place of real beauty? A beautiful campus can teach. It can inspire those who have learned in it to seek the same goals of beauty, grace, preservation of the environment and much more in the settings within which they work, play, worship, and live after their college years. This is a matter of practicality as well as of principle. According to national surveys, prospective students make up their minds about attending a school within their first 15 minutes on campus. Numerous studies confirm that a well developed and maintained campus produces higher student retention rates, and later increased alumni donations.

As UCCS grows from its mostly developed Central/East Campus into developing West Campus, there must be a strong sense of visual continuity and quality identifying the linear UCCS Campus as “one university” that stands ready to serve for many generations of future students.
There is much talk of “sustainability” on these pages. There is no denying its importance.
Bill Deno, FAIA Emeritus, the retired Campus Architect for the University of Colorado/Boulder, likes to put “sustainability” this way:


The words sustainability and timeless are closely related. The elusive goal of constructing campus facilities which will successfully endure for generations must be reached by incorporating the characteristics of permanence, acceptance and flexibility.


Permanence calls for selection of construction materials which are so durable that they will last with a minimum of maintenance and color change.


Acceptance has to do with creating designs that will appeal to alumni, students and the general community long into the future. No trendy architecture will do.

Flexibility recognizes that campus constructions must be able to meet the needs of a dynamic society long into the future.”

As UCCS moves into the twenty-first century, there will be many buildings and site elements to design and construct. Every design project is an adventure! Imagine helping to create a new building within which the lives of generations of students will be shaped. Imagine being a part of designing a landscape which will enrich not just the campus but the community. Only a few very fortunate people share this adventure … clients and design profes​sionals working together as a team to create the facilities of a college or university campus.

These design guidelines will help UCCS and its design consultants along the way. There must be a very real commitment that they be followed on every project having to do with the appearance of the campus no matter how small. An architect of world-wide fame once said that “God is in the details”. Even a minor variation of the spirit of campus design on these pages could become a major visual issue. 

Perry Chapman, a principal of Sasaki Associates, the firm that prepared the 2000 Long Range Development Plan for UCCS, wrote:

While technology will deliver the learning tools of the 21st century, it cannot provide the setting for students to develop skills of inter-action and empathy. Students, faculty, and administrators are well aware of how much academic life is diminished when it lacks the environment for such exchange.

Ultimately, the mission of colleges and universities is to educate. Higher education plays a powerful role in molding the world view of those it serves, whether in the classroom, the lab, or the social experience of campus life. Institutions must demonstrate to their constituents and communities how the built environment can elevate our lives. In the American world of hardened cities, strip develop​ments and sprawling suburbs, there are few prototypes of manmade environment to teach quality of place. The campus is one of them.
Be sure the project your team designs bring the commodities of human scale, style and delight to the UCCS campus, and … cherish your adventure. You will always remember it. 
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